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In this issue we celebrate the
stories that make up our lives,
how we became who we are and
what defines us.
In 20101 didn’t think receiving
a college education was possible
for me.
I was a working on a cruise ship
in the Hawaiian Islands without
a clue about my future. One day,
a phone call changed my life:
My dad had stage IV cancer. I
dropped everything and went to
California to be with him.
Over the next several months,
facing death with him taught me
a lot about life. We would stay
up late to talk about the world;
future and past. When I told him
I wanted to be a writer, his face
lit up. “You should do it,” he said.
“You should go back to school.”
After he died on April 27,2011, I
went through his closet and found
piles of books. They were full of
prose and poetry with many of his
own writings. He always wanted
to be a writer but never got the
chance. A year later I began taking
classes at community college.
Today, the dream that we
shared has become a reality and
in many ways, his story is mine
too.
Two weeks ago the Otter Realm
came back from the Associated
Collegiate Press’ (ACP) annual
convention with eight awards.
Seven were from the California

College
Media
Association,
including third place for Best
Newspaper and Best Overall
Newspaper Design. The eighth
was a second place award for
Best in Show from ACP’s national
competition. I can’t help but
believe my dad was with me every
step of this journey.
HCOM faculty member Debra
Busman’s story was also inspired
when she came to school to begin
a new chapter of her life.
When a past professor spoke
ignorantly about people who
live on the streets, she was
compelled to take a stand. Now
a respected writer and activist,
she has been able to give voice
to the voiceless by coediting the
social action anthology, “Fire
and Ink,” mentoring multitudes
of young writers and most
recently, publishing her novel
“like a woman.” Read more about
Busman in the feature piece by
Miranda Squires on page 5.
Jonah Worcester is a Staff
Reporter who showcases his
story in this issue, and the
story of his university. Born in
California and raised in Hawaii,
Worcester moved to Ireland
for 12 years and found his way
to California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) as an
international student. Though his
story is unique to his own life, it
exemplifies the twists and turns
that define who we are.
In this issue, Associated
Students
(AS)
Candidates
share their words with readers
explaining why they are passionate
about student government at
CSUMB and what they hope to do
for our community.
Additionally, we showcase
the stories of adjunct faculty, or
lectures, whose voices need to
be heard in order to bring about
change. We can receive new
perspectives from international
students and even the voice of our
own university as we showcase
the new website.
Stories are more than words we
retell each other with a beginning,
middle and end. They are living
and breathing inside of us and we
are building on them every day.
Own your story, let it shine.

www.otterreaIm.com
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CTR.
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CLUB MEETING
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ROOM 120
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AS 2015 ELECTIONS:
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8:00pm-10:00pm

Submit your work!
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PIE AN RA
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1:00PM-3:00PM
CCSC FILM SHOWINGS
BLACK BOX CABARET

6:00pm-8:00pm

The Otter Realm is
always accepting student
submissions to highlight
achievements.
Send us your work!

-Art
-Cartoons
-Editorials/Opinion-Photograp

-Poetry
-Anything creative!

Pleaseemailyoursubmissions to otterrealm@csumb.edu
www.otterreaIm.com
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FEEDING THE FUTURE:
Thrive Accelerator brings new
ideas in agriculture and big
plans for CSUMB
Alex Hennessey, Production Manager

"We don't need
more concrete,
we need more
smart people."
-Salinas Mayor,
Joe Gunter
from harvest to the delivery to
grocery stores.
California Safe Soils (CSS),
the first to present for the night,
is a company focused on reusing
expired foods that grocery stores
normally throw away.

Through a process they call
Harvest 2 Harvest, the company
is turning expired grocery prod
ucts such as produce, meat and
dairy into liquid fertilizer, to not
only reduce waste but also utilize
their technology to bring jobs to
Salinas Valley.
The company’s CEO Daniel
Morash has partnered with Save
Mart, among other grocery chains
to efficiently transform food
waste to fertilizer in CSS facilities,
something Salinas could be get
ting soon.
“We are looking to partner with
investors to build a plant in Sa
linas. It’ll take $15 million, and
bring 40 ‘green collar’ jobs to the
Salinas Valley,” said Morash.
The diversity of the startups
that presented their company’s
innovations illuminated the idea
that technology is fusing itself
into the agriculture industry, and
the Salinas Valley.
Green Onyx presented the clos
est thing to a prop from Back to
the Future, with their “super veg
etable” Khai-nam (Khai sounds
like Thai). Khai-nam is made in a
module the size of an air purifier
that creates a small, grainy, green
produce that carries the nutrient
values of kale, broccoli, and spin
ach at the push of a button.
With Salinas acting as a boom
ing agriculture technology hub,

Salinas Mayor Joe Gunter spoke of economic growth, and catching up with Silicon
Valley in terms of technological updates within agriculture.

the College of Business at Califor
nia State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) is excited to contribute
to the revolution.
“CSUMB will be the talent
generator for the resulting boom
and its programs will have to pro
vide skills to our graduates that
combine business management
skills,” said Dr. Shyam Kamath,
Dean of Business at CSUMB.
Agriculture business and sci
ence skills are imperative to pro
grams at universities across Cal
ifornia. Although an established
program has not made it’s way to
CSUMB, there are real plans in
the works.
“We are working with Hart
nell College and Cabrillo College

to launch an industry supported
2+2 Ag Business and Ag Science
program in the Fall of 2016 and a
full-fledged Ag Business program
focused on supply chain manage
ment, perishability, precision ag
riculture, vertical agriculture and
sustainability,” said Kamath.
The winner of the Thrive Ac
celerator will be announced at the
Forbes Reinventing America Tech
Summit July 8 and 9, in down
town Salinas.
Feeding the Future is of a series
of stories exploring multiple aspects
of meeting the food demands for the
rapidly growing population through
advancements in technology.
These stories are being conducted by
a group of student journalists enrolled in
HCOM 388: Investigative Reporting.

The National Steinbeck Center in Salinas, California, home to the Thrive Accelerator. The winner of the Thrive Accelerator
competition will be announced at the Forbes Reinventing America Tech Summit July 8, and 9, in downtown Salinas.
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Innovators make it possible to
grow fresh produce in your kitch
en at the push of a button.
That is just one of the ten
pitches tech start-ups presented
Wednesday, March 5 by the ag
riculture technology incubator
Thrive Accelerator, held at the
National Steinbeck Center in the
heart of Salinas, California.
Through the Steinbeck Inno
vation Center, Thrive Accelerator
has acted as a challenge where
leaders in agriculture technology
compete for a $5 million dollar
backing from companies and in
vestment bankers.
Agriculture technology is in the
midst of a revolution, as farmers
and tech companies are looking
for better ways to improve preci
sion agriculture, farm sustainably
and promote economic growth.
“We don’t want to change Sali
nas. We don’t need more concrete,
we need more smart people,” Sali
nas Mayor, Joe Gunter said.
For this event Forbes collabo
rated with SVG Partners, an in
vestment and advisory firm, to
connect the Salinas Valley with
the most inventive thinkers in the
agriculture industry through the
Steinbeck Innovation Cluster.

With 60 startups originally
entering the competition over the
summer, the top 10 presented
their businesses in a public forum
Wednesday night.
“We have the best of the best
here to share their ideas to help
the Salinas community grow,”
said founding partner of SVG,
John Hartnett.
Presentations from startups
ranged from robotics, diesel fuel
conservation modules, logistics
systems, to even systems that
monitor the temperature of pro
duce through its entire journey,

Photo by: Alex Hennessey

AHENNESSEY@CSUMB.EDU

A prototype of Green Onyx Khai-Nam module, a home system that creates a "super
vegetable" at the push of a button.

www.otterrealm.com

Giving voice to the voiceless
woman"

Miranda Squires. Staff Reporter

MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU

A woman with a series of passion
ate hand gestures, a consistently
genuine smile and eyes express
ing heartfelt emotion explains
that “kids on the street...they are
not perfect. They are goofy, fun
ny, passionate, heroic, tragic and
flawed; full humanity.”
This woman is Debra Busman.
She is an Associate Professor of

Human Communication at Cali
fornia State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB). She also an author,
a mentor to many young writers
and a social activist.

AUTHOR
This March, Debra Busman’s
novel, “like a woman,” will debut
“celebrating resistance, creativity,
love and humanizing people that
are reduced to being viewed as
simply ‘at-risk youth,’” she says.
Her novel jumps between per
spective and point of view, and is

The cover of Busman's novel like a woman was designed by Oscar Hernandez, a local
artist, and features prominent themes in the novel such as: L.A., street kids, and resis
tance. Busman says "this is the beautiful design he came up with."

www.otterrealm.com

a collection of prose poems, short
and even shorter stories. This
structure is referred to as a frac
tured narrative. Busman wrote it
this way to resemble life on the
streets. She says “it is very jum
bled and intense.”
The novel started out as a mem
oir of her life, but shortly after it
turned into a fictional novel. This
happened when she realized that
by creating characters she could
separate herself from the picture.
Then, she says “all the stories
came out, [which] also gave me a
lot more freedom to have compas
sion for the character because it
was a character rather than me.”
The first story Busman wrote
was during graduate school after
discovering her sociology profes
sor, who taught about homeless
youth, had no idea what he was
talking about.
He may have done his research
and read his books but it was not
authentic. Busman thought “no;
those voices need to be heard. You
hear people talking about that
population, but you don’t hear the
kids’ own voices.”
“Like a woman” is a captivat
ing story of Taylor, a young white
girl working on the streets of Los
Angeles who is “too tough and too
tender for her own good...and car
ries her battered copy of Ghandi
on Non-Violence everywhere she
goes.”
Along the way she meets an ar
ray of characters including Jackson who is a street worker living
in the back of a limo at a junkyard;
J. Edgar, a Rottweiler; Dutch, an
old cowboy, and more.
Originally,
Busman
never
thought herself as a writer and
laughed at the idea of college. She
said “I’m not college material and
no one I know has ever gone to
college; it’s not for me.”
However, she took her first
night course at Monterey Pen
insula College (MPC) in her late
thirties and went on to receive
her associates, bachelors and
masters degrees, graduating with
highest honors. Whenever people
read her writing they told her she
should become a writer.

Photo by: Miranda Squires

HCOM Professor Debra Busman
releases new novel, "like a

Debra Busman, Associate Professor of Human Communication and recipient of the
NAACP Advocate and Ally Award releases her novel like a woman in March 2015.

This motivated Busman to ex
plore a new side of herself and
now she encourages other young
writers to do the same.
Busman is also the co-director
of the Creative Writing and Social
Action Program at CSUMB where
she coedited “Fire and Ink: An An
thology of Social Action Writing.”
Her work has also been featured
in “Combined Destinies: Whites
Share Grief About Racism,” The
LA Review and Women’s Studies
Quarterly.

MENTOR
Busman says becoming a writer
“was basically somebody believ
ing in me before I had that iden
tity for myself.”
As for her students, she says “I
hold them as writers and thinkers
and creative people until they can
step into the identity and claim
themselves as writers.”
In April, Busman will be at
tending the Association of Writers
& Writing Programs (AWP) Con
ference.
At a conference traditionally
dominated by white heterosexual
males, this year, Debra Busman,
and a team of other female writ
ers including Elmaz Abinader,
M. Evelina Galang,Ruth Fore
man and Faith Adiele will take to
the main stage in a presentation
called The Child’s Got Her Own:
The Girl Narrator Comes of Age.

It will highlight the challenges
writers face in inherent “voice,
agency and narration when au
thors decide to ‘write like a girl.’”

SOCIAL ACTIVIST
Debra Busman says, “you struggle
as a woman in the world,” thus
she has become an activist for fe
males in social action writing and
beyond.
On Feb. 26 Busman received
the NAACP Civil Rights Advocate
and Ally Award from the Califor
nia Legislature Assembly. This
was on behalf of her supporting a
CSUMB student through a racial
discrimination case.
Busman explained how the
NAACP was grateful a faculty
member was so willing to stand
up for a student. If it wasn’t for
Busman and the NAACP, the stu
dent would likely have a criminal
record although she was innocent.
Busman empowers people
to embrace the invisible voic
es around them no matter one’s
struggles, folly or failure. She
demonstrates the importance of
honoring those voices in her novel
and in her life.
The launch of “like a woman”
will take place on March 19 at
7 p.m. at Bookshop Santa Cruz.
There, Busman will read of a se
ries of excerpts from the novel and
follow it up with a book signing.
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INTERNATIONAL

STUDENTS TAKE MB

Students voice their experiences on the CSUMB campus

Taylor Johnson, Staff Reporter

TAJOHNSON@CSUMB.EDU
California State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) international
students rate their overall experi
ence.
CSUMB’s international popu
lation has more than tripled since
the opening of the university in
1994, making CSUMB a more di
verse campus since it has opened.
“There are currently about 250
students enrolled in the interna
tional program this year,” said
Gabby Joseph, Global Studies,
sophomore and student assistant
at the International Programs of
fice.
Currently international stu
dents are 3 percent of CSUMB’s
campus. President Dr. Ochoa has
proposed that by 2024 interna
tional students will make up 10
percent of the school’s campus.
“International students give
CSUMB diversity of thought, ex
perience and culture, that they
can share with students here and

take back with them for a life
time,” said Carly Fetterolf, Inter
national Marketing Specialist.
Students choose CSUMB based
on it’s location, CSU system, ac
cessible requirements, service
learning and residential life.
“I love the surrounding ac
tivities I can do here,” said Lisa
Claussen, Visual and Public Art
major, senior from Germany. “I
liked the school so much that I
chose to come back and finish my
bachelor degree,” Claussen con
tinued.
“It is small compared to most
schools,” said Dominik Czashy,
Business, senior from Germany.
There is also an Internation
al club, which brings together
study abroad students, exchange
students, and international stu
dents. The club is run by presi
dent Rabab Iminwarek and Holly
White the club advisor. The group
meets every Friday 4-5p.m. in the
World Language building.
CSUMB
hosts
excursions
during the year for internation

al students. This year students
will go to the San Jose Sharks vs.
Vancouver Canucks hockey game
on Mar. 7 in downtown San Jose.
This month CSUMB will also be
hosting a camping trip to Yosemi
te National Park Mar. 18-20.
International programs are of
fered for one or two semesters as
well as during the summer time.
There is also a short-term pro
gram offered on campus, which
50 students from Mexico partici
pated in last semester.
The American Language and
Culture Program (ALCP) is an op
portunity for exchange students
to learn English. The courses are
designed for non-native English
speakers to learn about the Amer
ican culture and explore the Mon
terey Bay area.
CSUMB promises international
students comfortable living ar
rangements with other interna
tional students as well as Ameri
can students, said in their mission
statement. However, many inter
national students felt exploited

when they were relocated and
made to share single rooms which
resulted in a protest at the end of
last semester.
The Otter Realm spoke with
international student Anja Derendinger, Business sophomore
from Switzerland who said,
“Housing was a nightmare, I was
lucky to have a place to live. Many
other students had to camp out
and wait for housing.”
“My biggest struggle was the
housing situation. They charged
us more and did not give us the
proper information at the begin
ning of the semester,” said Ravi
Singh, English major, junior,
from Germany.
The international staff is now
working with housing to improve
the living problems students have
faced this year. “We are very
hands on. It is important to solve
any issues students face,” said
Fetterolf.

Photo by: Gaby Joespeh

PLIGHT OF THE PART-TIME PROFESSOR
Harsh realities affect majority of instructors
Jacob Barnett. Staff Reporter

JBARNETT@CSUMB.EDU

Teachers provide a vastly underappreciated and underpaid ser
vice for this country. Rarely do we
think this applies to instructors at
the collegiate level, as it seems un
expected due to the cost of tuition
being steadily increased.
Wednesday, Feb. 25 marked
National Adjunct Walkout day at
universities across the country.
The California Faculty Associa
tion (CFA), a California State Uni
versity (CSU) union, pledged to
show support to adjunct or parttime faculty, despite their con
tractual inability to participate in
walk-outs. Rather than walking
out on their classes and their stu
dents, part-time faculty at Califor
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nia State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) donned a sticker with a
black letter “A” in a display of sol
idarity and to attempt to facilitate
a dialogue about lecturer rights.
But what exactly is an adjunct
professor? Adjunct faculty, or
lecturers, are part-time collegiate
faculty with little job security,
benefits and relatively low pay in
comparison to other professors.
According to the Sacramento
Bee’s State Worker Salary Data
base, CSUMB employs 374 ad
junct lecturers, with an average
salary of $14.6 thousand annually.
Compare this to the 128 ten
ure-track professors who make
an average of $62.8 thousand per
year, and we start to see a clear
difference in how lecturers are
valued. This trend has sharply
driven down the purchasing pow

er of the average CSU lecturer, es
pecially once inflation is factored
in.
Many lecturers are equally
qualified as other full tenured
professors. Plenty of them are
published writers or have their
PhDs. According to Meghan
O’Donnell, a five year lecturer of
HCOM Global Studies and CFA
secretary at CSUMB, lecturers’
contracts have to be renewed on a
yearly basis until they work for six
uninterrupted years, whereupon
they may then be offered a three
year contract.
“Because of the way contracts
are set up... if they wanted to offer
me a new class, most of the time
they’d have to offer it to full pro
fessors first. If they didn’t want
them, then they’d offer them to
lecturers,” said O’Donnell.

She continued saying “Some
times that doesn’t happen until
a month or at times a couple of
weeks before the semester starts.
So then, when we actually know
we’re teaching that class, we’ll
have a week, maybe two weeks to
actually plan the course, do the
silibi, pick the books. Its not un
common for us to not know what
we’re teaching that semester until
two weeks before the semester
starts.”
As more universities are in
creasing in size, there has been
an increasing demand for classes
and instructors. The tuition paid
by the growing number of stu
dents should adequately fund the
required number of professors.
While more and more lecturers
are being hired to meet this in
creasing demand for education,

there seems to be an emphasis on
quantity without consideration
for what it means for the quality
of life for the lecturer.
“Students need to be aware of
the situation with their teachers.
They need to join the faculty; they
need to know that their tuition in
creases are not being reflected in
better salaries for faculty,” CFA
president Lillian Taiz said during
a CFA teleconference on March 3
in which she addressed the issue
of professor and lecturer salaries.
To find out more about lecturers
on how you can help support their
fight for equality, visit the Lectur
ers Council at calfac.org/lecturers-council.

www.otterrealm.com

The Business and Information Technology Building will be the future home for the new major of Science in Sustainable Hospitality

Photo by: Alex Hennessey

A HOSPITABLE DEGREE

New Bachelors of Science offered in Sustainable Hospitality Management
Wesley Barnes, Staff Reporter

WBARNES@CSUMB.EDU

Have you ever wanted to run your
own resort or hotel? Well, starting
this fall, California State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB) will
allow students the option to study
Sustainable Hospitality Manage
ment (SHM) as a major.
SHM offers students the
chance to learn what it takes to
operate and manage businesses
in fields such as hospitality, man
agement and marketing in a sus
tainable way. This major will also
offer students the opportunity to
learn about the issues within the
hospitality industry from local to
international levels.
Dr. John Avella, Executive Di
www.otterreaIm.com

rector of Sustainable Hospital
ity Management Program, is in
charge of the major. Jared Bach
man, Assistant Professor of SHM
is the Academic Advisor of the
program.
The main focus of the program
is sustainability. The CSUMB
website says this program will ad
dress the “five-dimensioned lens
of people, ethics, equity, planet
and profit.” According to statis
tics at seemonterey.com, tourism
generates approximately $2.3 bil
lion annually and supplies 22,000
full-time jobs to our community,
so being sustainable is very im
portant to our current society.
This major also offers two con
centrations that students will be
able to choose from: Sustainable

Ecotourism Management (SEM);
and Sustainable Hotel, resort and
Event Management (SHREM).
Avella said “the students who
graduate from SHM will be a step
ahead of graduates from other
schools because they will have a
degree with sustainable practic
es.”
The SEM concentration will
give students the chance to man
age ecotourism business that can
help improve natural conserva
tion efforts. Students will gradu
ate knowing all of the guidelines
for being green and have the
knowledge to cater to the needs
of the area of their business and
benefit the local economy.
“Ecotourism brings profits to
the local economy and employs

the locals to be tour guides for
the natural things around it,” said
Avella. Anyone interested in the
intersection of responsible travel
and environmental conservation
would be interested in this con
centration.
Students who want to own
and manage their own hospital
ity business would be ideal for
the SHREM concentration. This
concentration will teach students
how to minimize environmental
harm while improving conditions
for customers and employees.
Students will also be taught about
issues pertaining to ethics and
equity as well as how to care for
people and the planet while main
taining profits.
Avella said “places like the

Portola Plaza use sustainable re
sources for cleaning agents to
reduce waste.” Students would
be able to go to a business and
improve their sustainability hab
its based on what they learn in
the major. The objective is to care
about more than just profitability
and to be more sustainable in the
future.
Any otters interested in hospi
tality, business and sustainability,
this major could be for you. Dr.
Avella can answer any addition
al questions for you at javella@
csumb.edu. The major will start
this fall.
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BECOME A MENTAL HEALTH FIRST RESPONDER
Health and Wellness services offers
mental health first aid training
SBUFFO@CSUMB.EDU
In 2011, the American College Health Asso
ciation reported that a third of college stu
dents reported feeling depressed and expe
rienced “overwhelming anxiety.” Being that
these feelings are so common, it’s import
ant to know how to respond if someone you
know is going through a crisis or showing
the earliest signs of mental illness.
To become certified in Mental Health
Awareness, Health and Wellness Services
are offering training in mental health first
aid throughout the semester. Those who
participate in these free eight hour training
days will learn “how to recognize signs and
symptoms of anxiety, depression, suicide,
substance abuse and psychosis,” according
to the training’s flyer available on the Pacif
ic Growth and Counseling Center (PGCC)’s
webpage, pgcc.csumb.edu. Additionally,
participants will acquire skills when inter
vening in “crisis situations.”

Conditions such as these need to be tak
en seriously, as one in 12 students have
actually made a suicide plan, with 1.5 stu
dents out of 100 attempting to commit sui
cide, according to collegedegreesearch.net.
Numbers such as these make it apparent
that this is something that needs to be ad
dressed and training can help teach those
wanting to help others who are struggling.
“First Aid training allows you to be able
to assist someone until professional help
arrives,” says Gary Rodriguez, a Health
Promotion and Prevention Specialist from
California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB)’s Health and Wellness Services.
Along with Mental Health First Aid, the
training will also discuss “reducing stigma
associated with mental health,” says Rodri
guez.
“Experiencing symptoms of anxiety, de
pression or suicide is more common than
people may believe,” says CSUMB psychol
ogy senior, Necole Ramirez. “It is important
for people to become aware of symptoms in

order to prevent crisis situations and help
reduce the stigma of mental illness.”
After completing the course, participants
will receive a training manual, along with
three-year certification in Mental Health
First Aid. While there are four of these
training days throughout the semester,
participants only need to attend one for the
manual and certification.
The next training day will take place on
Saturday, March 28, with the final training
days offered this semester on Friday, April
24, and Friday, May 15.
Rodriguez suggests that everyone come
to the training, because “very few people’s
lives will not be touched by this,” as we are
more than likely to know someone strug
gling with symptoms of a mental illness in
our lifetime.

Photo provided by creative commons

Sara Buffo, Staff Reporter

College can be tough. Know when to help a friend in need.

inSummer
Taiwan
fromCSUMBInternationalPrograms&TheColeg ofBusines

Chung Yuan Christian University, Taoyuan City
July 1-August 4,2015 • $3,100* ($2,500 scholarships available!)

Learn More &
Apply Today!
csumb.edu/educationabroad/cycu-summer

The College of Business and the College of Extended
Education & International Programs present the
Business and Cultural Immersion Program, designed to
introduce students to Taiwanese culture while providing
engaging academic opportunities in the fields of
Management, Finance, and Business Ethics in Action.

California State University
MONTEREY BAY
International Programs

*Does not include airfare
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The San Jose Taiko drum group captivates the World Theater's audience with intense focus and high energy.

Photo by Alex Hennessey

ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE

THE PERFORMING ARTS SERIES CONTINUES AT THE WORLD THEATER
Susan Webb, Staff Reporter

SUWEBB@CSUMB.EDU

The Performing Arts Series is another way for Otters to
broaden their sensory palettes. Performances are held six
to seven times a year at California State University Monte
rey Bay (CSUMB)’s World Theater, just off Inter Garrison
Road and Sixth Street.
Performers from all over the world are invited to display
music, dance, costumes and art. Operations manager Phil
Esparza says they “look at top tier artists that reflect our
mission statement to educate, to create diverse events. It’s
remarkable that we have excellent ticket prices for who
comes here. Students should talk to their R.A.’s too and
come as a group.”
Esparza continues to emphasize the quality of live expe
rience that the World Theater provides: “It’s visceral, it’s
real. Students (tend to) stay in their comfort zone but it’s
an amazing presentational space with traditional to con
temporary artists for them to say, ‘wow!’ I think it’s a great

San Jose Taiko channels positive vibes before they hit the stage.
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way to experience a live event. What concert have you gone
to where the furthest seat is 70 feet away?”
This month’s performance were San Jose Taiko. They
are a multicultural ensemble that fuses traditional Japa
nese drumming with energetic movement. Taiko is the
Japanese word for drum. While performing “Rhythm Jour
ney,” their vibrant choreography and personality invoked
rhythms of life.
Award winning San Jose Taiko founders Roy and P.J.
Hirabayashi began as students and recruit performers
from all over the United States and Japan. They perform
throughout the world and locally with various artists and
musicians including the hip-hop electronic group, The
Bangerz. Stanford graduate Wisa Nemura said “I saw them
perform at Stanford’s orientation and said ‘I want to do
that!”’ Now she is the Executive Director.
Historically, the World Theatre building at CSUMB was
a movie theater for Fort Ord. CSUMB transformed it into
the modern and technical performing arts center that it is
today.

Photo by: Susan Webb

There is a cafe set up pre-show for snacks that also serves
soft drinks, beer and wine. Students can come early to en
sure a parking spot in Lot 28 by the theater, or be green
and walk to the giant building adjacent to the library. This
month’s show sold out but students might find extra tickets
the day of the show at the theater’s box office.
Next, the Performing Arts Series will present the Paul
Taylor Dance Company(ptdc.org/). Paul Taylor is a pio
neer of modern dance whose choreography includes vigor
ous dance pieces inspired by multiple genres of music. The
performance will be on Wednesday, April 22, at 7:30 p.m.
Mariachi Reyna De Los Angeles(reynadelosangelesmusic.com), the first all female Mariachi band in America,
will liven up the stage and share their Mexican heritage
on Wednesday, April 29 and Thursday, April 30, at 7:30
p.m. Tickets for CSUMB students are $10. Non-CSUMB
students and CSUMB faculty are $15. General admission
is $29. Box office (831) 582-4580; website: csumb.edu/
worldtheater.

San Jose Taiko sharing drums during their show in the World Theater.

Photo by: Alex Hennesssy
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THE FIGHT AGAINST MEASLES
Shots may be mandatory for students
Eric Ransom. Staff Reporter

ERANSOM@CSUMB.EDU

One hundred and nineteen people
have been infected with measles
in the state of California as of Feb.
18, according to public health of
ficials. Because of this, the state
government of California is now
open to the idea of taking away
immunization waivers to prevent
further outbreaks.
Currently, California State Uni
versity Monterey Bay (CSUMB)’s
Health policy requires proof of
immunizations, however if the
disease continues to spread waiv
ers that are currently still in effect
may be eliminated.
The first cases of measles in the
state were connected to visitors or
workers at Disneyland, which lead
to concern for the state of Califor
nia. For many people who do not
want to receive an immunization
shot due to personal and religious

beliefs the immunization waivers
represent an option.
About a month ago, Gov. Jerry

"If the school
provides a free
measles shot, I
would take it"
Brown seemed open to the idea of
eliminating religious and personal
waivers, leaving medical waivers
as the only exemption, according
to the LA Times. Evan Westrup,
Brown’s spokesman said “Vacci
nations are profoundly important
and a major health benefit... any
bill that reaches his desk will be
closely considered.”
Measles happens in two stag
es. During stage one, infected
individuals experience a runny
nose, cough, while eyes begin to
redden and fever raises slightly
each day, and koplik spots (small
bluish white spots surrounded by
reddish area) begin appearing on

gums and inside cheeks. During
stage two, three to seven days
after becoming infected, a red
blotchy rash appears that lasts for
five to six days.
Measles is spread by sneez
ing, coughing, or talking, which
can project droplets of saliva in
the air. Once the droplets of sa
liva land on a surface, the virus
can remain contagious for up to
two hours according to healthy.
ny.gov.

"I disagree with
mandatory
measles shots"
The virus resides in mucus,
throat and nose. Measles is high
ly contagious and can affect any
age group leaving great concern
to the state. Chelsey Button, Hu
man Communications major and
Junior said “Measles are serious;
with so many students I sup
port vaccines. People should be
protected, [it] only takes one to

spread.”
CSUMB’s policy on immuniza
tions states that, all students born
after January 1,1957 are required
to present proof of measles and
rubella immunization prior to
their first enrollment.
Students enrolled in a Califor
nia public school for the seventh
grade or higher, or after July 1,
1999 will have satisfied this re
quirement.” Currently, the only
exceptions to this policy are per
sonal, religious or medical waiv
ers. More information can be
found by searching “immuniza
tion” on CSUMB’s website.
The Otter Realm asked CSUMB
student Johnny Ku, Political Sci
ence major and sophomore about
the mandatory measles shot. “If
the school provides a free measles
shot, I would take it. Getting vac

(left) Johnny Ku, Political Science, Sophomore (right) David Garcia, Social and Behavioral Sciences, Junior
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cinated is better for the campus,”
he said.
David Garcia, Social and Be
havioral Sciences and Junior
said,“I disagree with mandato
ry measles shots. Although our
rights are limited to protect oth
ers, we should have the right to
opt out. It is a very complex topic
and hard to say yes or no.”
A recent Pew Research Cen
ter report indicates that close to
40 percent of young adults said
“parents should be able to decide
whether or not their child gets
vaccinated.” This view posts the
dilemma between what to value:
the well being of the community
or the individual rights of each
citizen.

Photo by Eric Ransom

11 | Otter Realm | March 12, 2015

WHO

ARE

Elizabeth Hensley, Editor in Chief

Kenzel Jones, Staff Reporter

EHENSLEY@CSUMB.EDU

KENJONES@CSUMB.EDU

YOU

GOING

PRESIDENTIAL CAN DIDATES:

ampaign season is upon us at California
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
and Associated Students (AS) campus wide
election days will be held March 25- 27.
Here at the Otter Realm, we thought we
Environmental Studies, Junior
would let this year’s candidates speak for themselves
The
Associated
about what they hope to bring to CSUMB. Here, the com
Students
are
the
plete list of candidates (some are running unopposed) tell
official representatives
us about who they are and why they are running.
of
students
at
Election committee profiles of three members
CSUMB. I am hoping
to
increase
the
Associated Students’
advocacy efforts so
that we are working at our full potential on the
Gisel
students’ behalf. One of my main goals is to ensure
Mendez
communication between higher administration and
the students, as currently there is a lack thereof. I
Psychology major, Community Health
Education minor, Senior
intend to build stronger relationships with the other
umbrella organizations to develop a unified body
I am the Director of
of leaders working for student benefit together. I
Recruitment for Associated
believe my level of experience within AS will allow
Students. My job entails
me to lead our organization to success as the next
every aspect of elections
president.
from
Elections
Packet
release, to the Elections
Results Party. I Chair the
Elections Committee which aims to represent the
students while running a fair non bias election.

C

ELECTION COMMITTEE

Ryan
Green
CSIT, Senior

To me, AS is the heart
and soul of the campus.
AS represents the eyes,
ears and mouth of the
students. We’re to look
for any opportunity we
can get that benefits
the students, listen to
what they are concerned
about, and speak to the admin and the state on
their behalf. I am running for AS President because
I believe that I bring about the best for AS and the
campus in that role. I would like to address campus
safety, campus beautification, better housing for
internationals, parking and improving campus life
as a whole.

ENVIRONMENTAL SENATOR CANDIDATES:

NLU
B.A. in Psychology, Graduate Student

My name is Jeremy
Allred and I am a member
of
the
AS
Elections
Committee.
Currently, I
am getting my Masters in
Social work and I am the
Chief Executive Officer for the Otter Student Union.

Rachel
Sutton
Environmental Studies major with a
focus in Sustainable Communities, Junior

I am a part of the AS
Election Committee as the
AS Senator representative.
I wanted to be a part of this
committee because I see
great importance in student
leadership and I also hope to make this year’s elections
have more student participation.
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Karina
Abou-Chakra
Environmental Science, Sophomore

Associated Students is
not only a way for me to
get involved and improve
our campus, but a place
where I can embrace
my major by promoting
sustainability. I currently
serve as the Sustainable
Programming Commissioner on the Environmental
Affairs Committee. It would be an honor to serve as
the Environmental Senator so that I can continue
my endeavor of reducing the university’s impact on
our beautiful bay. My goals are to educate students
on the importance of protecting our planet and
increasing the amount of waste diverted from our
landfill.

Nicholas
Somes
Environmental Science Technology
and Policy, Sophomore

AS to me is the voice
of the students, as they
are
responsible
for
lobbying for student
needs on campus. I’m
running for the position
of
Environmental
Senator because I’m
very passionate about making the world a more
ecologically friendly place, and hope to make the
campus more sustainable in any way that I can.
My goals for AS include educating students about
sustainability and different ways to be greener. I
also want to make real strives to make the campus
carbon neutral by the year 2030 or, possibly, even
sooner.

www.otterrealm.com

TO

VICE PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE:
Carissa
Gonzalez
Mathematics, Junior

VOTE FOR?

CHIEF OPERATIONS
OFFICER CANDIDATE:
Andrea
Perez
Marine Science, Junior

AS is important to
me because when I
first started at CSUMB
I didn’t feel like
my voice was being
heard. I decided to get
involved, and Cultural
Enrichment allowed
me to do that while learning more about myself and
my culture. I was a commissioner and I now serve as
the Cultural Enrichment Senator. Having two years
of experience has taught me about the organization
and the school. This led me to want to run for Vice
President because I want to support AS in their
advocacy efforts. My goal is do this by incorporating
social justice into the organization.

Hey
Otters,
my
name is Andrea Perez
and I am running for
Associated
Students
Chief
Operations
Officer. I was in AS for
two years and it was
one of the greatest
decisions I made in college. It helped me develop
the leadership skills I never knew I possessed. I am
running because I would like the organization to
run smoothly as possible to better serve the student
body. One of the main goals I have is to always follow
up and keep up with the officers regarding their
responsibilities and duties. To know more about me
and my goals, along with my slate SEQUOIA, check
out the Candidate Speech Forum on March 10, 7
p.m.at Student Center East Lounge!

RESIDENTIAL LIFE
SENATOR CANDIDATE:

SENATOR AT
LARGE CANDIDATE:

Michelle
Nguyen
Molecular Biology, Sophomore

To me, AS is a way
to give back to your
community
while
gaining leadership skills
and getting involved on
campus. I am currently
president
of
North
Quad Area Council, so
I would love to continue being part of a group that
serves to make residential life a better experience. I
believe that one of the main components of having
a great college experience is residential life. School
is stressful, so coming home or walking around
campus should be cathartic, not stressful. My goals
include continuing to improve residential life,
possible interactions/collaborations with RHA, and
creating a safer campus community.

www.otterrealm.com

CHIEF COMMUNICAT ONS
OFFICER CANDIDATE:
Janet
Solis
CHHS, Junior

As an AS officer, I
could fulfill the needs
of the students on
our campus. I am
running
for
Chief
of
Communication
because I wish to
participate
in
the
movement of helping our school grow and to improve
the awareness of events on campus. One thing that
I would like to improve for AS and the student body
would be the events. Either we find out about events
too late or we are unaware that they are happening.
I also plan to create events with a different themes
that will catch student’s liking along with improving
advisement.

Valerie N.
Guilmette
Psychology with Pre-Law Minor,Junior

My inspiration is to
serve the student body
with the opportunity
to apply the AS Sena
tor at Large position as
to inquire on CSUMB
Student Body concerns,
likes and dislikes. I en
joy this form of social interaction as to advocate the
Student Body’s direct voice. I plan on accomplishing
this endeavor by creating surveys which any student
has the choice to provide input as a personal state
ment or selection. Surveys can be administered elec
tronically and through tabling events that directly
interact with fellow students. Such data can better
tailor events and issues of stance as according to this
primary source.

Voting begins:
MARCH 25, 2015

To learn more about the candidates, attend one of AS’s up
coming events. Speeches were held at 7 p.m. on March 10
in the East Lounge of the Student Center and Candidate
Forum Debates will be held in the same place at 8 p.m. on
March 24. Voting can be done online via the CMS system
starting at 9 a.m. on March 25 until March 27.
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KNOWLEDGE AMONG THE CLOUDS

California State Universities'
Unified Library System
Eric Ransom. Staff Reporter

ERANSOM@CSUMB.EDU
California State University (CSU)
systems are creating a two mil
lion dollar project known as a
Unified Library Management
System (ULMS) that will provide
their libraries with a cloud based
network to share digital content
among all CSUs. According to
CSU Libraries Network, 23 cam
puses will share digital academic
assets including articles, e-books,
images and audio files. The proj
ect is still in its early stages but
will soon become a reality.
This innovation will take the
place of the current Integrated Li
brary System (ILS) which has four
library systems. Information must
be updated on a consistent basis
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by librarians to each system that
catalogues, records, and distrib
utes books to students. Currently
this is done on all 23 campuses.
The Otter Realm asked Bill
Robnett, Director of the Library
Learning Complex of California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) about the CSU’s cloudbased-system.
Robnett said “The Librarians
have talked in very broad terms
about a shared library system.
There are currently four different
library systems in use across the
23 campuses. This is not integrat
ed.”
Although the campuses are in
different locations, each campus
is duplicating the same informa
tion. Time is also a factor when
preparing capstones and research
projects.

Robnett said “This is a break
through for us, but this isn’t the
first.
The
model clos
est to us
is
Orbis
Cascade,
a
Northwest con
sortium of all libraries. We have
been watching them from afar
and modeling after them. Not
all of their members are on the
same system, but they are getting
there.”
The system is already moving
forward and opening up univer
sities to the idea of a Unified Li
brary System, Robnett said, “The
Chancellor’s office down in Long
Beach helps organize it in some
cases and fund shared online re
sources. One campus could load

the information and it will be
available to all 23 campuses. It
will save a huge cost in savings.”
According to a fact sheet pro
duced by CSU Libraries Network,
the first phase will begin Fall of
2015. Each
of the CSU
campuses had two
librarian
representa
tives attend
a presentation of vendors March
2 in Long Beach. David Walker
gave a 20 minute presentation
proposing ULMS to give universi
ty librarians an idea of how CSU
libraries will no longer use the
older ILS.
Walker pitched a unified sys
tem that will free employee time,
save costs, and no longer dupli
cate scholarly works. Steve Wat
kins, Coordinator of Library Tech
nology Development & Science
Librarian said “The transition pe

"It will greatly
enhance electronic
materials"

riod will have slight changes, but
will be liberating. It will greatly
enhance electronic materials.”
ULMS will give access to a
cloud at their campus website.
The user looking at the innovative
catalog sees an article they need is
not there but is at another CSU,
so the user initiates the request to
have the article sent to their uni
versity library. The article is then
put into a courier and shipped
from the other university. The ar
ticle arrives to the student at their
respective campus library.
The ease of access toward infor
mation not on one but 23 campus
es will be one of the greatest assets
and innovations for the future of
CSU’s. ULM’s will unify innova
tive and non-innovative library
systems so that every student has
what need at the click of a mouse.
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HE NEW...WEBSITE
T
A way to "rethink" innovation

Eric Ransom. Staff Reporter

ERANSOM@CSUMB.EDU
The new campus website is one
month old. The latest innova
tion of California State Universi
ty Monterey Bay (CSUMB) took
students by surprise with its us
er-friendly access and easy navi
gation. The revamping of the site
responded to accommodate the
web experience of students, par
ticularly those who use tablets
and mobile devices.
A group of engineers of the
Information Technology Web
Services, called “The Rethink
Team” was in charge of redesign
ing and transferring 11,000 pages
of content to the new site. Greg
Pool, Kevin Miller, and Elizabeth
Macdonald make up the Rethink
team, faced with the challenge of
designing the new architecture
of the website that reflects the
changes and growth of the univer
sity.
The new site redesign started
in 2013 and cost approximately
$5ook. In 2010, when the pre
vious site was launched, mobile
and tablet owners made a small
percentage of the users, Greg Pool
explained. Today, an average of
20 percent of users are on mobile
devices.
That task was monumental.
Elizabeth Macdonald told the
Otter Realm how the project in
cluded not only the revision and
evaluation of thousands of pages,
and the combination of previous
and new content, but also how the
team made sure that there were
not duplicated pages and errors.
A key word was usability. It im
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plies the ease of access through
any link on the dashboard. An
chors, (tabs connected to URLs)
take the user directly to content
that was provided by a URL in
stead of having to scroll a page
to find information. One goal of
the new website was for users to
customize their dashboard and
reduce content, making the site
cell phone friendly.
During its first days, the web
site ran into a few errors. Accord
ing to the Rethink team, there
were problems with scrolling and
logging in.
Business junior Neil Vidal said
he feels the new website was a
bit rushed and fell short of his
expectations. “I understand the
school’s approach for a minimalistic, simplistic user interface,
however, I get the feeling that the
software side of it was rushed and
ill equipped, leading to its multi
ple glitches.”
Although quitting and reopen
ing the web browser temporarily
fixed the issue, the team was able
to come up with a permanent fix.
“It looks nice. When I had a
problem logging in, I clicked on
the link that said ‘click here if
does not work,’ and it worked,”
said Justin Rawlins, Marine Sci
ence, Junior. The Rethink team
will continue to update the site
and provide customized func
tions to tailor a user’s unique ex
perience.
The Rethink team worked
with the web designing compa
ny Four Kitchens, and decided
between three style tiles to set
up the website aesthetic design.

Style one “Coastal Classic” is
close to CSUMB’s standard blue
but features a flat design and ba
sic shapes with a simple line to
provide different content. Style
two titled “Moderately Modern”
features practical and in depth
with a grey color palette that adds
on to the primary school colors.
“Young, Mild and Free” is our
third style tile and chosen style
for CSUMB’s website with bright
and bold colors featuring more
expansive photos leaving a con
densed and modern typeface for
headlines.
The next project for the Re
think team is to work on CMS and
the class schedule.

11,000 pages were evaluated to reduce
content
Total cost: approximately $5OOk
10,000 people logged in the first week
from 31 countries
At any given time, about 700 users are
logged in
On average, 20 percent of users log on
with mobile devices
Most visited pages: Dashboard
and iLearn from Monday through Friday
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JONAH'S JOURNEY: FROM
MAYNOOTH TO MONTEREY

St. Joseph's Square at Maynooth University

Jonah Worcester, Staff Reporter

JWORCESTER@CSUMB.EDU

As Saint Patrick’s Day approaches, I feel it is important to
write a piece about my home college, Maynooth University
(MU), one of the National Universities of Ireland in County
Kildare.
I am studying at California State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) as an International student from Ireland,
where have lived for over 12 years. While I now call Ireland
home, I was born in in Santa Monica, California and raised
on the Hawaiian Island of Oahu. It has been a wonderful
journey of “There and Back again.” After six months of em
bracing the CSUMB experience I would like to note some of
the similarities and differences between the two campuses,
as well as give you a glimpse at MU.
This year is the first time that CSUMB and MU have an
established connection through the International depart
ments. Coincidentally, during my first semester at CSUMB
I met Ciara Shaw, Liberal Studies senior, who is now study
ing abroad at MU.
When asked about the biggest differences between
CSUMB and MU, Shaw said “I would have to say is the
nightlife. The town of Maynooth was built around the col
lege and so it is very college kid orientated.”
Thinking about St. Paddy’s Day, I miss having an on
campus bar to chill at on occasion after a long day of lec
tures. I am curious to see how Americans celebrate St. Pat
rick’s Day. Back home it is basically a huge drinking party
where everyone celebrates being Irish with loud folk songs
and green clothes. In saying that, nightlife is a key factor in
Maynooth. We have a different pub to visit for each night of
the week from Monday to Thursday, and the Irish drinking
age is 18. Another key difference here is that nightlife can
be tricky if you do not have a car or friends that are 21 with
you.
When comparing CSUMB and MU, weather is a key top
ic. The cloudy, misty weather in Monterey is indeed rem
iniscent of Irish rain. However, in my experience here, it
has been consistently sunny skies for the most part. It is
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much colder back home. Shaw said the “extreme weather”
is one element that dramatically alternates in comparison
to campus life.
“You rarely see people out and about on the MU campus,
usually because people have their hoods on and are rushing
to class to get out the rain,” said Shaw. Early this March it
even snowed at MU.
Shaw then stated another main difference between the
colleges is the diversity on campus. “CSUMB is a very di
verse school with people of all races and ethnicities. MU is
mainly white Irish” apart from the International students.
However, I am astounded by the diversity at CSUMB.

STUDENT POPULATION AT MU7,700 UNDERGRADUATES

1,900 POSTGRADUATES
13% INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
87 NATIONALITIES
To name some fun similarities and differences between
the universities: MU is considered the second oldest uni
versity in Ireland. For over 150 years part of the campus
was used as a Catholic seminary for students (now referred
to as the South Campus). As many know, our CSUMB cam
pus did not begin in education, as it was originally Fort Ord
military base beginning in 1917.
Within the deep histories of each campus are the rivet
ing ghost stories. Legend tells of the many ghosts that still
linger in Fort Ord from past wars. Just look at the aban
doned buildings, they scream “haunted.” MU, too, has
some creepy ghost stories. Our most infamous one is the
“Blood room.” Over the past century, paranormal activity
and demonic occurrences have been to known to occur in
this room, located on the old South Campus. This event

has resulted in student suicides. Strangely enough, now
the room is used a photocopy room, but nobody can ever
explain the blood looking stain on the floor.
Although this history is attached to both campuses the
universities themselves are 90’s babies. MU was found
ed in 1997. Only a mere three years behind when CSUMB
was founded. Both campuses emit that vibe of a college
still growing. New buildings are currently in production
on either sides of the pond. Notice the new dorms and
Business IT building in progress here at CSUMB. Only a
few weeks ago it was announced that 150 million euro was
being invested to further develop academic,research and
residence facilities on the MU campus. These are exciting
times to be in either university as they expand further into
greatness.
I have to say, I thoroughly enjoy the otter puns used
through the CSUMB campus. The otter works so well as
a logo and a mascot for this campus. MU does not have
a mascot. Recently, they changed the the name of the
university from National University of Ireland Maynooth
to just simply Maynooth University. While they are still
recognized as National Irish University, they now have a
much simpler abbreviation of MU. I can now wear my Pix
ar’s Monsters University hat with pride, because they are
also known as MU. Maynooth University also takes par
ticular pride in the South Campus baring a very similar
resemblance to Hogwarts from Harry Potter. Going from
the North to South Campus almost feels like you have
gone back in time.
I have grown to love CSUMB, and call it my home home
away from home, but Maynooth will always be my home.
I have had so many fantastic experiences here at CSUMB,
I hope in future more students study abroad to MU and
vice versa. I feel so blessed and grateful that I was given
this wonderful opportunity this year, and I have learned
so much. Have a safe and fun Saint Patricks day fellow
Otters.
Slainte! (Cheers in Irish)
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Otter Ebert’s Netflix Pick: Ida
Sara Buffo

SBUFFO@CSUMB.EDU

This week’s Netflix pick is 2013’s
simplistic yet powerful Polish
film, “Ida.” Don’t let the subtitles
or the fact that it’s in black and
white turn you away from stream
ing this masterpiece.
The film, directed by Pawel
Pawlikowski, tells the story of
its protagonist, Ida (Agata Trzebuchowska), or Anna as she is
known by the church, as she takes
a journey with her aunt, Wanda
(Agata Kulesza), across Poland to
discover the truth of her parents’
deaths as they were killed during
the Nazi occupation.

Though the two women are rel
atives and embark on a trip to dis
cover what happened to their own
family, they barely know each
other. Ida grew up in a convent
orphanage and lives a sheltered
life, while Wanda is an alcoholic
judge and former Communist re
sistance leader who is, in many
ways, the opposite of her niece.
Upon meeting, Wanda reveals to
Ida that they’re Jewish, a fact pre
viously unknown to Ida as she’s a
nun about to take her final vows.
Demanding and fierce, Wan
da is unafraid to confront those
who come across their path as
they search for the truth of what
happened to Ida’s parents. Bang
ing on doors and driving across

the Polish countryside, the wom
en are determined to learn where
their long lost relatives are bur
ied. Along the way, Ida’s eyes
are opened to the world outside
of the convent. Becoming aware
of what’s outside the church, she
must decide whether to leave all
she’s known for a world she’s just
beginning to see, or stay in the
sheltered life she’s used to.
The film is beautifully shot
and, because of this, it truly makes
“Ida” a work of art. Whether it’s a
scene in a restaurant or a part fo
cusing on Ida and Wanda driving
to their next destination on their
road-trip, it reminds the audience
why films are called “motion pic
tures;” it’s like you’re watching a

GET LUCKY!
Janine Brown. Staff Reporter

JABROWN@CSUMB.EDU
California State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB), you better wear green
this March 17 or you will get pinched!
It’s that time of the year again, to pre
tend you have the luck of the Irish and
a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.
St. Patrick’s day is a fun day to celebrate
whether you’re Irish or not.
Looking for a festive dinner to cele
brate the special occasion? Check out
the CSUMB’s Dining Commons. They
will be serving their annual St. Patrick’s
Day Dinner on Friday, March 13 from
5-8p.m. Choose from roasted red pota
toes and carrots and the classic corned

www.otterreaIm.com

beef and cabbage.
The Otter Realm spoke to Executive
Chef Josh Martin to find out more specif
ics about what the Dining Commons will
be cooking. Some of the main dishes to be
served include roasted garlic red potatoes,
corned beef, cabbage, Irish grilled cheese
and even a special Irish stew. Dessert will
include Irish cream brownies.
If you are a fan of the Shamrock shake,
Mc. Donald’s is offering their seasonal
minty milk shake for all you lucky lepre
chauns out there. It is available through
mid March.
If you’re looking for decorations, Target
and Party City both have a plethora of fun
accessories for you to wear such as light up
clover headbands, traditional hats and even
shamrock party supplies to make this St.

moving photograph in black and
white.
“Ida” was the recipient of this
year’s Academy Award for “Best
Foreign Language Film,” and au
diences around the globe found
it just as entertaining as it won
numerous awards worldwide.
According to the film’s Internet
Movie Database (IMDB) page,
other wins for “Ida” include the
British Academy of Film and
Television Arts (BAFTA) award
for “Best Film Not in the English
Language” and the European Film
Award for “Best Film.”
Even though the film is set
in 1960’s Poland, “Ida” could be
comparable to us at some point in
our lives. We all must take jour

neys through life in which our
own eyes are opened as we expe
rience new things. It’s arguable
that college is the perfect place for
that.
Maybe it can be compared to
our freshmen year, when every
thing was new and suddenly we
were thrown into the world of uni
versity and had to adapt to a new
environment. Or maybe during
our senior year, while in Capstone
as we realize that the real world is
just around the corner. So, even in
a setting worlds away, “Ida” can
help us understand what we’re
going through or reflect on where
we’ve already been.

St. Patrick's Day
festivities at CSUMB and
around the Peninsula

Another free celebration will also takeplace at Flanagan

vided numerous events to celebrate the fun
holiday. Local restaurant, Bulldog British
Pub, will be serving an authentic corned
beef and cabbage dinner.
Another dining option for you otters is in
Carmel Valley at a restaurant called Baum
& Blume and the Carriage House located on
4 El Caminito Rd. On St. Patrick’s Day from
12-8 p.m. there will be Irish food and festiv
ities for all to enjoy.
If you are 21, Cima Collina winery in
Carmel is having a special event on March
17 from 12-5 p.m. Admission is free and if
you wear green, not only will you avoid be
ing pinched but you can also participate in
the wine tasting for free. If you spend fifty
dollars or more on wine you will receive a
special St. Patrick’s Day gift.

celebration starts at 11 a.m. and goes on
Reel Deal playing traditional Irish songs
and they will also be serving corned beef
and cabbage. An outdoor celebration
will occur if the lucky leprechauns bless
the area with sunny weather, otherwise
the event will continue indoors.
St. Patrick’s Day is a great way to
kick off Spring Break with your friends.
There are plenty of events near you that
you can participate in without having to
go too far to party your shamrock off.
Let loose of your inner leprechaun this
St. Paddy’s Day but remember to be safe
and responsible as well!
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WALK IT OUT
Workplace Walk-Off Challenge
hits CSUMB for another year
By Briana Mackey, Staff Reporter

BMACKEY@CSUMB.EDU

If school is meant to challenge
our brains, why not challenge our
feet too? In an effort to encourage
employees at California State Uni
versity Monterey Bay (CSUMB) to
increase their physical activity,
both the Human Resources (HR)
and the Kinesiology (Kin) depart
ment are working together to host
a six week program called the
Workplace Walk-Off Challenge
(WWC).
From March 9 to April 19,
a heated competition between
staff and faculty will be storming
through campus. The challenger’s
goal is that participants reach at
least 70,000 steps per week with
the use of pedometers. For ac
countability purposes, each team
of five will be paired with one
Kin student advisor. Oversee
ing the competition will be Lisa
Leininger, Assistant Professor of
Kin, Gretchen Fuentes, Director
of HR Operations and Terri Gir
oux, Benefits Analyst.
In 2007, the Walk-Off Chal
lenge started with 10 teams, it
has now reached an unprecedent
ed 30. Competing this year, with
past championship titles under
their bedazzled belts, are the Prin
cess Step-Sisters representing the
Campus Service Center (CSC). In
timidating as their name can be,
“wearfing] tiaras” is only one rea
son why Veronica Flores, Director
of Student Information Systems,
sees them as strong opponents.
The Princess Step-Sisters have
been “preparing for two weeks”
says Monyca Drone, CSC Support
Coordinator, to condition them
selves for the walks ahead. But
Kerri Nakamoto, Head Women’s
Basketball Coach brings up that
the “biggest competition might
be the University Police Depart
ment” who are racking up steps

Workplace Walk-Off Challenge Trophy

patrolling campus.
Not slowing down anytime
soon are the Coast Busters, repre
senting Kin, who are “in it to win
it” after losing the gingerbread
making contest, explains Maria
Bellumori, Assistant Professor of
Kin.
Besides
challenging
the
CSUMB employees, Jennifer Dy
er-Seymour, Department Chair of
Psychology, tells how she is “hav
ing a little contest with [her] 7-yrold son. He logs at least 15,000
steps a day without even thinking
about it.”
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Every week the teams strive
not only to accomplish their step
goals, but to further their chanc
es of bragging rights when the
“Golden Shoe Trophy” is placed in
their department. But then again,
“it’s not about winning an award,
it’s about building and maintain
ing good health,” explains Heath
er Wilde, Psychology Administra
tive Support Assistant. The WWC
creates the opportunity for “high
er quality of life, less stress, less
disease and less health care costs”
explains Leininger.
Working with the participants

are 19 Kin students; 13 are team
advisors while six complete re
search. Breanna Orozco and Ken
dra Contente are both seniors in
the Kin department who have had
the opportunity to enhance their
researching abilities.
For Orozco, dedicating three
years of time and research “has
lead to six conference presen
tations, a national kinesiology
award and two publications, be
ing first author on one.”
Pal Brenlokken, a sophomore
Kin major, and WWC advisor, ex
plains how his role “may not be

the biggest or most important, but
being involved and taking pride in
[his] work will only benefit [him]
in the long run”.
Endless benefits come from
this competition, not only for par
ticipants, but for the students as
well. But in a dog-eat-dog com
petition like this, CSUMB’s path
ways are surely going to be packed
with determined soles.

www.otterrealm.com

(Above) CSUMB Workplace Walk-Off Challenge Leadership Team
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(Above) Psychology Department team: Reverse Psychology

(Above) HCOM Department Team: HCOMovers

Campus Service Center Team: Princess Step-Sisters

www.otterrealm.com
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Photo Provided by Princess Step-Sisters The Communication Services Team: The Walkers

Photo Provided by The Walkers
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CSUMB BASEBALL SQUAD
Josh Stucky-Elliot, Staff Reporter

jstucky-eUiot@csumb.edu
The California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) baseball
team, starting off 1-3, looked like
that they could have been on the
losing side of the spectrum this
year. Then with a blink of an eye,
the CSUMB baseball team turned
heads and have now continues the

season 12-4. This is the best start
this baseball program of CSUMB
has ever had, and from the looks
of it, this team is ready to bring
a championship trophy back to
CSUMB.
It wasn’t easy for our CSUMB
baseball team to make a histori
cal start, they started off winning
the first game but then losing the
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next three games they played.
The first four games played were
against Azusa Pacific with a cur
rent record to date for the begin
ning of March is 12-3. Our otters
sure stepped their game up and
won the next seven out of eight
games they played before their
first road trip.
The baseball team just went

on their first road trip toward the
end of February for a chance to
cap off a historical month. Before
the road trip the team was 8-4
and was already in great position
for their next opponent California
State San Bernardino.
Coach White, the head coach of
CSUMB’s baseball team, had a
challenging goal and that was to

win on the road. The critics were
silenced when our CSUMB base
ball team came back to Monterey
with a 4-0 sweep against the San
Bernardino baseball team. The
Monterey State Baseball team
has now won 10 straight games.

www.otterrealm.com

MARCH MADNESS
Who's your pick to win it all?

Janine Brown. Staff Reporter

JABROWN@csumb.edu
With March just beginning
and spring blossoming, college
basketball fans are focused on
March Madness. March Mad
ness is the annual, month long,
Division I basketball tournament
that determines who will be the
NCAA Men’s Division I Basketball
Champion.
The madness officially begins
March 17 with the First Four, four
games that settle final seedings for
a few selected teams, but teams
are already finishing up their final
two games of the regular season
in the days leading up to Selection
Sunday on March 15.
Teams play in conference
championship games to try to

secure an automatic bid for the
tournament. The NCAA commit
tee then selects the 68 team field
from the automatic qualifiers and
the remaining best teams and
seeds them based on rank of abili
ty. The lowest seeds are ideally the
best teams in the country.
For example, in the round of
sixty-four, the number one team
in the country, currently the Uni
versity of Kentucky will play a 16
seed. There are six rounds in the
March Madness Tournament:
Round of 64, Round of 32, the
Sweet 16, the Elite Eight, the Fi
nal Four and the Championship
Game on April 6, 2015).
Many fans of college basketball
get especially excited around this
time of the year because you can
build your own bracket for free

online. The purpose of a March
Madness bracket is to challenge
your friends and see who can cor
rectly predict the winner of each
game and eventually the win
ner of the tournament. If you’re
looking for a few tips on who you
should put going far in the tour
nament worry no more because
Otter Realm has you covered.
I talked to a few CSUMB stu
dents and asked them who they
thought would win the tourna
ment. Jacob Guzman, Junior,
HCOM major; Michael Smart,
Sophomore; and Jonquis Bouyea,
Sophomore; all agreed on the
Kentucky Wildcats winning it all
because of “the dominant big men
they have on their team who can
successfully control points in the
paint offensively and defensively

"The dominant big
men they have on
their team who
can successfully
control points
in the paint
offensively and
defensively
against
opponents"
against opponents,” according to
Guzman.
Cezannie Mount, Sophomore,
CART major told the Otter Realm
that he was picking Wichita State
University to the win the tourna
ment because of what Shooting

Guard, Ron Baker, has been able
to do with the team this season.
On our bracket, Otter Realm
is predicting Duke University,
The University of North Caroli
na, Chapel Hill, Kansas Univer
sity and University of Wisconsin,
Madison to have a strong show
ing through the tournament and
perhaps one of these teams will
emerge victorious.
It’s never too early to start
making your bracket if you don’t
want to wait until Selection Sun
day when all of the teams are offi
cially announced. You can find the
official March Madness Bracket at
NCAA.com.

BREAKING
SPRING
Opinion: The week you literally have to party - spring break
By Jeremy Majjasie. Staff Reporter

JMAJJASIE@CSUMB.EDU

It’s that time of year again. Spring
break is just around the corner
and it’s time to party! I mean,
what else is there to do halfway
through the semester?
We’re finishing midterms that
we didn’t study for and were in

www.otterrealm.com

the gym 24/7 to make sure our
bodies are perfect for everyone
else to look at. I mean, isn’t it nat
ural that my parents are supposed
to pay for my booze, hotel, and
travel costs to Cancun or Miami?
Tuition can’t cost that much...
California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) will be
free the week of March 15. Classes
won’t matter. Imminent projects
won’t matter. Grades definitely
won’t matter. All that will matter
is where you went, if you you have
the guns out in your “bro-tank”
and how much booze you sucked
out of a beer bong.
Some great and popular lo
cations for the craziest parties
during spring break are Miami,
Panama City, Cancun, South Pa
dre Island, Boca and Fort Lau
derdale. These locations are ha

vens for spring break, especially
because these cities have been
building more and more hotels.
See, they need us there! These lo
cations are also so beautiful, part
ly because of the beach but mostly
because of the babes. So many hot
college girls walking around, it’s
like a teenage boy’s dream come
true.
Speaking of hot college girls,
the site onlineschools.org released
some statistics from a survey that
these attractive young ladies an
swered after their escapades on
break.
Eighty three percent of women
increased drinking dramatically
during spring break. Seventy four
percent increased sexual activity.
Fifty seven percent said that being
promiscuous was a way to fit in!
Yet another reason spring break

rules, it’s hard not to get some ac
tion when you’re on Spring Break,
especially because half of all sex
ual encounters are “random” and
“unplanned.”
One of the only downsides to
spring break is the fact that col
lege guys are seen as stupid an
imals that just binge drink and
party. That’s not true, we’re not
animals! We just enjoy letting
loose and going nuts for a week.
Sixty percent of all dudes
surveyed said that they drank
throughout the day. Half of all
dudes interviewed said they
drank till they passed out every
night. But, it’s not like us college
students on spring break run into
legal trouble. Only sixty percent
of students had run-ins with a
police officer. You see? The other
forty percent were happily passed

out in their hotel rooms from the
drinking and all the drugs they
took.
Spring break is just one of those
activities in college that all people
need to do, like skipping class for
a week or repeating a class for
four semesters straight or drink
ing an entire fifth of Jack and then
playing beer pong until the next
day. These are all rites of passage
that all people must go through to
say they have truly experienced
college.
This spring break is looking to
be the best party of the year and I
know everybody is going to want
to party hard. But wait; some
thing important just occurred to
me. I hate all of this stuff. That is
why I will stay at home with my
Netflix, video games, food, dignity
and fully functioning brain.
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MEMOIRS OF A MALE FEMINIST
Good intentions with misconceptions
Christopher James-Justice Siders

CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU
For this edition of Memoirs of a Male Fem
inist I wanted to interview someone who
identifies as a woman and get their per
spective on feminism. Analyzing their rela
tionship with the concept, also their opin
ion on males being involved in the feminist
movement.
Twenty-year-old, Social Behavioral Sci
ence major, Valerie Amoin, is a strong
believer in intersectional feminism, but is
very hesitant to outwardly identify as one.
“To be honest calling myself a feminist is
scary. I wholeheartedly believe in the (in
tersectional) feminist movement, but the
negative connotation of identifying as a fe
male feminist still haunts me to this day.”
Amoin expressed.
Amoin’s Filipino identity has helped
shaped her relationship with feminism.
“My family always taught me to do the
housework, clean up after the boys, etc.
Even in school I was sort of taught that girls
are supposed to do this and boys are sup
posed to do that, which I never really liked.
And thankfully, when I came to college I
was able to pursue and search for different
ways of thinking.”
She shared that she recently just devel
oped a fuller understanding of feminism
working at the Otter Cross Cultural Center
as the Cultural Enrichment Series Student
Coordinator. “I didn’t begin to really un
derstand feminism until probably late last
year. Once I became part of the OC3, a lot
of stigmas I believed about social justice
changed...[I] did more research about more
specific movements such as, feminism.”
Amoin suggests that all genders obtain
oppressive ideas about one another, due to

the way we are raised in our households,
friends, the media etc. She states “As we are
growing up, we simply think that whatever
we learn is how things are and how things
should be... It isn’t until we are older that
we start to question things, which some
times leads to change.”
A very common misconception men
have regarding the feminist movement is
that it’s a “hate movement” that sets out
to bash men when it’s the exact opposite,
seeking equality for all genders. The social
construct of patriarchy affects everyone.
Amoin states “The thing is, there is a stigma
around the word ‘feminism’ and it’s move
ment. The word is associated with hating
men and that’s not what it is. It’s about
equality for both men and women.”
Amoin has no problem with men calling
themselves feminists, but acknowledges
the different perspectives that vary from
person to person. “I don’t see why men
shouldn’t be part of the feminist movement.
In fact, they should be part of it because
feminism benefits them [men] as well.” She
does comment that having male allies can
pose a problem. “If [men] are calling them
selves feminist, but their actions say other
wise, then that would definitely hinder the
movement.”
When Amoin stated this, it made me
think about my current relationship with
feminism. Recently, I went to a social jus
tice retreat called “Ignite”. During one
weekend, I learned about the cycle of lib
eration which helped me carefully examine
my personal connection with feminism. I
quickly realized that I was being a hypo
crite. Aside from the educational aspects of
feminism, fighting for gender equity, and
ending violence towards all genders, there
is an lifestyle one has to follow on a indi
vidual level. That lifestyle includes empow-

Valarie Amoin with her nephew.

ering others, and believing that everyone
including yourself are equal.
I walk around campus telling people to
love themselves that they belong and are
worthy. However, when I look at myself in
the mirror I don’t believe what I preach.
How can I tell someone that they are equal
and have a good image for themselves, but
I can’t do that for myself? Essentially I am
not practicing what I am preaching on an
more emotional level.
At a point in my social justice journey
with feminism, there were times I felt like
I didn’t really know the difference between
a feminist and feminist extremist. In other
words, to what degree does someone take a
situation when it comes to challenge peo
ple? How do we properly analyze situations
and deem it as potentially destructive?
Amoin brings it back by say “I think that
there are multiple branches of feminism
and each have their own ways of doing
things. All reaching for same goal, but just
different ways of getting there.”
One of the ways of getting involved, re

TO LIGHT A CANDLE
Nick Emanuel, Staff Reporter

Photo by: Nick Emanuel

NEMANUEL@CSUMB.EDU

The To Light a Candle panel that spoke at the event in
the University Ballroom on March 5, 2015
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Panel discuesses
controversial documentary

On March 5, community members and
California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) students and faculty gathered in
the University Ballroom to watch and dis
cuss the documentary “To Light a Candle.”
This documentary, directed by Iranian Ca
nadian Filmmaker Mazair Bahari, focuses
on the persecution of those who practice
Baha’i, a religious minority in Iran, and
their search to further education with the
establishment of the Baha’i Institute for

Higher Education (BIHE).
In the late 90’s, Iranian government offi
cials recognized the Baha’i as second-class
citizens who pose a threat to society be
cause of their views on gender equality,
non-violence, and education. The docu
mentary follows the stories of individuals
who personally, or through family connec
tions, have dealt with these persecutions.
After viewing the film, a Q&A session
was held with a panel of individuals who

Photo provided by Chris Siders

garding any social justice cause is through
the act of being an ally. “I think men can
become better allies to women by using
their privilege for good. Our society for
some apparent reason, values the voices of
men more than women. As allies, men can
use their voices to amplify women’s voice.
There are times that, although the inten
tions are good, being an ally can hurt a
movement more than it helps.” Amoin said
Feminism is gender equality for every
one, and to achieve that on campus we
have to be more gender inclusive. Amoin
believes the first step to have more inclu
sive community here at CSUMB is have a
dialogue about how we can be inclusive and
take it from there. “Being gender inclusive
is more than just being inclusive to men
and women. If CSUMB wants to truly be
gender inclusive, we have to think about all
genders, those who are cisgendered, trans*,
fluid, gender nonconforming, etc.”

are heavily involved with the BIHE Univer
sity or Baha’i cultural lifestyle. During this
time, a community member asked what a
BIHE university classroom typically looks
like. A panel member who graduated from
BIHE answered, “It’s hard to find good
places to have classrooms. Since we are not
allowed to own our own buildings, we need
to teach in homes, in the living rooms...”
As the Q&A session concluded, a panel
member closed by saying, “Students in the
United States do not know how lucky they
are to have the freedom to learn whatever
they want.”
“To Light a Candle” depicts the struggle
and hardships of Iranian education, and
because of the stories told, it truly is a must
see.
www.otterrealm.com
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ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

(March 21 - April 19)
You are in for a surprise this month when
you are arrested by FBI agents and inter
rogated for several weeks in a top-secret
prison for suspected involvement in ISIS.
Fortunately, you will be released and
cleared of all charges having endured
minimal torture, thus allowing you to
complete your sacred duty to the Islamic
State.

(April 20- May 20)
A fun day at SeaWorld will turn tragic
when you are eaten alive by an orca whale.
On the plus side, you will not die, and
after a few long days be shat out almost
completely whole. This experience will
give you a new perspective on life, as well
as the possibility of book and film deals.

(May 21 -June 20)
You are in for a surprise when a crow
steals your iPhone and starts sending dirty
texts to your exes.

CANCER

LEO

(June 21 - July 22)
Your social life will be interrupted when
you start being stalked by Nicholas Cage.
His intense determination and nearly
unlimited wealth will force you to either
marry him or go into hiding in the Dangrek Mountains of Cambodia.

LIBRA

(July 23 ~ August 22)
The alignment of Mars and Saturn
suggests that you should drop everything
in your life and become a professional
magician who plays funk music in your
act. Buy a bass guitar and a beginner’s
magic book, then start jamming out them
funky illusions.

SCORPIO

(September 23 - October 22)
Every accomplishment in your life will be
slightly ruined when Kanye West storms
up and claims Beyonce deserves it more
than you.

CAPRICORN

(October 23 - November 21)
The stars imply that you will exchange
consciousness with Wheel of Fortune
host Pat Sajak, like in the movie Freaky
Friday.

AQUARIUS

(December 22 - January 19)
After angering an old gypsy woman, you
will become cursed with an embarrass
ing spell that causes your eyes and your
nipples to switch places.

(January 20 - February 18)
You will have an interesting chance to
change the course of your life when an
estranged family member leaves you a
treasure map in their will. Following the
complex instructions will take up the
majority of your time.

VIRGO
(August 23 - September 22)
A really spicy taco will make everything
taste like plain oatmeal for the rest of your
life. The plus side of this is it will allow you
to eat really healthy because kale won’t
taste like shit anymore.

SAGITTARIUS
(November 22- December 21)
A strange metabolic disorder will cause
you to be really drunk without any alcohol
in your system, and only sober with a
blood alcohol level of .16 or more. This
will obviously prevent you from driving
safely, and cause your family to be very
concerned and stage regular interven
tions.

PISCES
(February 19 - March 20)
Soon you will become the unwitting prey
of a pack of deranged, mutated badgers
that escaped from a nearby lab which tests
chemical weapons on animals. Their en
hanced intelligence, sense of smell, x-ray
vision and ability to communicate tele
pathically will lead to your worst birthday
ever.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication produced by the HCOM 389 and HCOM 489 classes. Opinions expressed herein do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, or staff of the college policy.
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students
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to
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Editorial Board will determine what to print on these pages, The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit for libel, space or clarity.
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PEOPLE ON CAMPUS
What does spring break mean to you?

HYEONKYEONG CHA, 3RD YEAR, SOCIAL WORK
"Actually in Korea there is no
spring break, so for me it's just
time to take some rest."

NOLAN HILL, 4TH YEAR, CART MAJOR
"I think spring break is just the
period like the halfway point of
the semester where everyone
takes a break and chills out be
fore everything becomes stress
ful."

BERNICE RODRIGUEZ, 2ND YEAR, SBS MAJOR
"Taking a break from school
and not stressing out about
midterms or what's upcoming
and having fun."

ALEXANDER DACUYAN, 4th year, Japanese major
"Spring Break is a relaxation
time to recover from studying
and to get back the energy (or
what's left). Its that break you
need that you can't get on the
weekends."

ANDREA REVEZ, 3RD YEAR, MARINE SCIENCE MAJOR
"The freedom after another
year of school, like...this is your
last break until we finsh another
year."

Photos and interviews by: Jonah Worcester and Kernel Jones

WINNER!

THE OTTER REALM PLACED
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ASSOCIATION AWARDS
AND BEST IN SHOW FOR
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FIVE MINUTES LATER

Created by Andre Sitolini, 1st Year CART major.
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